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SMNRU extends BEd special education course to four years

HT Correspondent

letters@h tiive.com

LUCKNOW: The two-year BEd
special education course at Dr
Shakuntala Mishra National
Rehabilitation University, Luc-
know has been extended to a
4-year course from 2026-27 aca-
demic session.

The decision was taken fol-
lowing guidelines issued by
Rehabilitation Council of India,
New Delhi, at the academic
council meeting held under the

chairmanship of the vice-chan-
cellor Acharya Sanjay Singh of
the University here on Sunday.
Also, the faculty of special
education of the university has
been renamed as faculty of edu-
cation and it was decided to
merge four departments operat-
ing under the faculty of special
education, department of educa-
tion, department for the visually
handicapped, department for the
hearing handicapped and
department of intellectual disa-
bilitv. into a department of edu-

THE DECISION WAS
TAKEN FOLLOWING
GUIDELINES ISSUED
BY REHABILITATION
COUNCIL OF INDIA

cation,

The restructured department
of education will now offer spe-
cialisations in visual impair-
ment, hearing impairment, and
intellectual disability. The deci-
sion to rename the faculty was

made in accordance with Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) regulations, which donot
recognise a separate faculty of
special education, the university
spokesperson said.

The nomenclature of the PhD
degree conducted under the fac-
ulty of special education has also
been revised. Going forward, the
degree will be awarded as PhD
education- special education.
Previously, it was conferred
under separate titles such as
PhD special education (visuallv

impaired), PhD special educa-
tion (hearing impaired), and
PhD special education id (intel-
lectual disability).
Instructions were also issued
for the implementation of ability
enhancement courses, value
added courses, multidisciplinary
courses, and skill enhancement
courses in accordance with the
provisions of the University's
Graduation Regulation 2024,
These guidelines align with the
credit and curriculum frame-
work for undergraduate pro-

grams issued by the University
Grants Commission (UGC), New
Delhi.

At the undergraduate level,
studentsacross all faculties will
be required to take an ability
enhancement course in English
language and communication
during the first and second
semesters. In the third and
fourth semesters, they must
choose an ability enhancement
course in either Hindi language
and communication or Sanskrit
language and communication.
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Navigating by scent: Flower power

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Visually impaired
students at Dr Shakuntala Misra
National Rehabilitation Univer-
sity in Lucknow will now navi-
gate their campus using a
unique “Sugandh Path” (fra-
grance path). This innovative
initiative involves planting aro-
matic plants and flowers along
corridors and near key academic
buildings, allowing students to
identify locations by their dis-
tinct fragrances.

The university conceived this
project to enhance the mobility
and independence of its visually
impaired students, who often
face challenges in locating spe-
cific departments, the library,
and academic blocks.

“This innovative experiment
will on one hand increase the
sense of companionship with
nature among the students and
on the other hand will also cre-
ate the confidence of free move-
ment,” said vice chancellor
Acharya Sanjay Singh. He inau-
gurated the “Sugandh Path” on
World Environment Day.

The aromatic plants and flow-
ers will be unique for every
department, library and aca-

to guide visually

.
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Aromatic plant sapling being planted by vice chancellor

Acharya Sanjay Singh.

demic block, helping visually
impaired students identify key
sites on the university campus,
an official said.

In the first phase, aromatic
plants are being planted along
the route connecting the hostel
trisection to academic building 1,
campus development chairman
Prof Avnish Chandra Mishra
said.

The campus development
chairman explained that the first
phase focuses on planting near
six major buildings, the office,
and the library, as well as along
connecting pathways.

Specific fragrances will mark
key buildings: Arabian Jasmine
(Bela) near the library, Jasmine
(Chameli) at the Engineering

SOURCED

Bhavan, Gandharaj (Gardenia
jasminoides) at academic build-
ing 1, Madhukamini at academic
building 2, Manokamini at the
administrative building, and
Harsingar near the bank.

The university plans to extend
the “Sugandh Path” to include
other buildings in the second
phase of the project.

A university spokesperson
said this large-scale planting of
fragrant flowers aims to help
visually impaired students
understand the layout of the
campus by associating scents
with specific.

“This is an excellent initiative
by the university,” remarked a
visually impaired student.

“With this, we will be able to

impaired students

NOSE FOR
INNOVATION
DrShakuntala Misra
National Rehabilitation
University is planting
different fragrant plants
along the corridors and near
key buildings. Each major
location will have a unique
scent associated with it,
allowing visually impaired
students to locate their
destinations by smell.

Key aromatic plants and
their associated areas
ARABIAN JASMINE (BELA):
University Library

ASMINE (CHAMELI):
Engineering Bhavan
GANDHARAJ (GARDENIA
JASMINOIDES): Academic
block1

MADHUKAMINI: Academic
building 2
MANOKAMINI: :
Administrative building
HARSINGAR (NIGHT
JASMINE): Near the bank

identify the main buildings of
the university on the basis of fra-
grance and will be able to make
the journey easier,” the student
added.



