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Lucknow: It wasunwavering
passion and extraordinary
patience that enabled visual-
ly impaired students of Dr
Shakuntala Misra National
Rehabilitation  University
(DSMNRU) to play in natio-
nal-level blind cricket tourna-
ments. Be it financial or phy-
sical challenges, nothing co-
uld impede their path on the
cricketing ground.

Seven students from the
university, whoare partof the
UP blind cricket team, recent-
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ly played in the national-level
TS Mishra blind cricket tour-
nament, in which the UPteam
finished as runners-up. Also,
the captain and the vice-cap-
tain of the UP blind cricket te-
amsare DSMNRU students.
DSMNRU students in the
UP blind cricket team, mostly
all-rounders, are Ankur Ku-
mar, Ajeet Babu, Ashish Ja-
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tav, Hari Babu, Vipin Kumar,
Bikas Paswan and Pranav
Shukla. “Playing blind crick-
et takes alot of patience, hard
work and a strong willpower
to continue to be on the field
despite continuous failures.
Our cricket is dependent on
‘sound’ as we cannot see; we
have to judge where the ball
will come with the help of so-
und, and more often, a new
player misses it and gets seve-
rely hit,” said the vice-captain
of the UP blind cricket team
and a diploma in education
student at DSMNRU, Ajay Ku-
mar, who is an all-rounder:

He said, “I was just 10 ye-
ars old when I lost my father.
My mother is a vegetable sel-
ler. Myonlydreamistoplayin
the Indian blind cricket te-
am."

Captain of the UP blind
cricket team and a DSMNRU
BEdstudent, Ajeet, said, “The
ball with which we play is sig-
nificantly larger than a stan-
dard cricket ball and filled
with ball bearings to provide
audible cues. To be a good
blind cricketer; one needs to
have very good concentration
and the ability to judge the
ball by sound.” He said, “My

father, Collector Singh, is a
farmer. I played nine national-
level matches and won the
man of the match six times.
Hence, my parents and the
university have high hopes
for me, but be it me or the
other cricketers from my uni-
versity, we need sponsors and
financial support to keep our
journey going as we all are
from a humble background.”

Son of afarmer and an all-
rounder, Bikas Paswan said,
“Visually impaired cricke-
ters in India struggle for re-
cognition and a level playing
field. Access to proper faciliti-
es for practice and tours and
getting a coach is also tough,
but we are fortunate that the
university has given us a co-
ach.”

DSMNRU cricket coach,
opP Chaudhary said,
“DSMNRU has turned out to
be a nursery of giving cricke-
tersforthe UPblind team who
are playing national-level to-
urnaments. Apart from those
present in the team, several
others like Vikram Sen,
Amarjeet and others too were
partof the stateteam.”
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