_{ REHABILITATION UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION }

Governor for separate merit list and
medals for differently-abled students

TOPPERS' GALLERY
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LUCKNOW: Governor Anandiben
Patel, while addressing the 1ith
convocation ceremony at Dr.,
Shakuntala Misra National
Rehabilitation  University
(DSMNRU) here on Friday,
directed the authorities to award
separate merit list and medals to
differently -abled students.

“The university provides a
composite atmosphere for both
normal and differently-abled
students. It is difficult to raise
. differently -abled students and
- when government jobs have a
special list for them, the univer-
sity should also have a separate
merit list for them. They should
be provided separate medals to
acknowledge their efforts and
journey,” said Patel.

Her proposal was welcomed
by the students with applause.

Shubham Kumar Singh, the
first hearing-impaired student in
the university to clinch a medal,
said that after getting admission
in the university he learnt sign
language which helped him
communicate in a better way.

“After obtaining my B.Com
and M.Com degrees, | completed
my MEd from the university and
managed to clinch a medal. I feel
happy but my work begins from
here. 1 will now pursue a
diploma in teaching Indian Sign
Language and | wish to become
a teacher and work on Indian
sign languages,” said Singh.

Sanjeeta Vishwakarma, a
visually impaired student who
clinched three gold medals in
BA, said that she lost her vision
after surgery.

“After my intermediate, I was
in the second year of my bache-
lor's when 1 lost my eyesight. I
had to drop out of college and it
was traumatic for me. However,
when 1 got admission to
DSMNRU my life changed for
the better and today, I feel asif1
have been rewarded for my
efforts,” she said .

Malti Yadav, a visually
impaired MEd student, said that

It was like a
dream come
true. | was
excited for
the
ceremony
and my
parents were proud of me forall
the hard work | had putin. |
wish to become an academician
and continue to impart
knowledge to students.
Chinmay Shukla| M.tech
(CSC, Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning) |
Chancellor’s Gold Medal

H " receiving my
f % medals.
Posing for
shutterbugs
and watching my parents from
the stage will remain etchedin
my mind throughout my life. |
want to complete my PhD and
prepare for the Indian
Statistical Survey.

Akansha Mishra | MSc.
Statistics | Chancellor's
Silver Medal

I'was glad to be felicitated during the ceremony. |
was accompanied by my father. It was no less
than a dream come true. | now wish to joina

public sector undertaking (PSU) s an engineer.
Shivansh Kumar Chaubey | B.Tech
(Electrical)] Chancellor's Bronze Medal &=

she lost her father a few years
back and her studies were only
possible with the help of her sib-
lings and support from her
mother, "Today, when I earned
the medal, it was not just my
success. My entire family's
efforts got lauded,” said Yadav.
Similarly, Alka Shukla, a visu-
ally impaired history student
who clinched two medals in MA
History, said that she lost her
vision at the age of 10 after she
combated a brain tumor, “When
Tused to study, hearing lectures
for four to six hours was also
taxing but support from parents
and teachers helped,” she said .

Medal winners all smiles
Celebrating their success with
friends, teachers and family
members, the medal winners at
Dr. Shakuntala Misra National
Rehabilitation  University
(DSMNRU) were on top of the
world during the convocation
ceremony on Friday.

Some were posing for the
shutterbugs, while others were
celebrating by meeting their
teachers and friends. There were
a few who, soon after the culmi-

nation of the ceremony, video-
called their friends and family to
share their happiness. This year,
1615 students were conferred
degrees and 159 medals includ-
ing 59 gold, 50 silver and 50
bronze medals during the convo-
cation .

Shweta Tiwari, a B.Com LLB
Hons student who clinched two
medals, said that she had goose-
bumps when she climbed on the
stage. "I believe it could not be
possible without constant sup-
port from my teachers,” she said.

Tejal Kannaujiya, an MA His-
tory student who also clinched
medals said that she was over-
whelmed as she saw her parents
feeling proud . “It is no less than
achieving a milestone. An
important mission of my life was
accomplished today,” she said .

Akansha Singh, another gold
medalist in LLM, said that she
had been nervous thinking about
the ceremony for the past few
weeks. "When I climbed the
stage there were several
thoughts in my mind, but [ felt
satisfied that it was for today
that I had been working hard
throughout my life.” she said .

CARRYING THE
TORCH FOR
HEARING IMPAIRED

Godhooli Sharma

godhooli sharma@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: When 10-year-old
Shivaji Panda gradually but
completely lost his ability to
hear, little did he or his parents
knew that 40 vears later he
would complete his PhD.

Panda, now 50, was among
the 36 others who received their
PhD degrees during the convo-
cation ceremony of Dr. Shakun-
tala Misra National Rehabilita-
tion University (DSMNRU].

The university authorities
claimed that he was the first
hearing-impaired person in
India to have been awarded a
PhD degree.

He was not present at the cer-
emony due to his professional
commitments, but he was as
happy as a lark.

“Tlost my aural power due to
a genetic issue. At first, life felt
as heavy as a mountain. We
tried all sorts of medical help
but failed. Finally, sign language
showed me the path ahead...”
said Panda over WhatsApp .

After completing his MA in
Applied Linguistics from the UK
he served as a senior lecturer in
the University of Central Lan-
cashire (UCLan) for over 10
years.

His PhD research is about
usage of Indian sign language 1o
develop literacy and improve
life skills through a blended
learning mode
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DSMNRU CONVOCATION: SPECIALLY ABLED STUDENTS WIN MEDALS, STEAL LIMELIGHT

Governor: Must have sepa
lists for regular & ‘special

Oﬂmesoﬂmliuurn

Lucknow: Governor Anan-
diben Patel on Friday sugges-
ted the authorities of Dr Sha-
kuntala Misra National Reha-
bilitation University
(DSMNRU) to have a separate
merit/medal Lists for regular
and ‘special’ students.
"Specially abled students
should not be in the same me-
rit/medal list. They should
have a distinct awards and
medals1ist to be conferred du
ring the convocation ceremo-
ny," said the governor while
addressing students and tea:
chers during the DSMNRU
eonvocation ceremony

Chinmay Sh.lkll. .llulnshn Mis-
hra, Shivansh K Chaube

“Like in govt jobs where
there is a separate merit list
for ‘divyaangian’, the univer-
sity should create a separate
merit list of medal-winning
specially abled students from
next year,” suggested the go-
vernor. She also asked the
university to screen the mo-
vie ‘Chandu Champion,' a
biographical sports drama
film based on the life of Indi-
a'sfirst Paralympicgold med-
allist, Murlikant Petkar, who
was present as the chief guest
on the occaslon.

Thegovernor said that the
university should ensure that
allmarksheetsand degreesofl
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SPECIAL' ACHIEVERS: The meritorious s1u|1¢nt! of DSMNRU gather for a group photograph at the convocation event on Friday

‘Finding good coaches, not players, a challenge before sports’

Lucknow: The challenge befo-
re Indian sports is the crisis of
good coaches, and not talented
players, feels Indin's first Para-
Iympic gold medallist, Padma
Shri Murlikant Petkar,
“Student Ac-
chey Hal Lekin
Coach  Acche
Nahi (There |s
no dearth of go-
od students but
finding a good
coach is a pro-
blem), said Petkar, 84, while
addressing students and tea-
chers during the convocation
ceremony of Dr Shakuntala

Misra National Rehabilitation
University (DSMNRU) on Fri-
day

Impressed with the spraw-
ling campus, spread over 121
acres of land, Petkar said that
the swimming pool was mis-
sing on DSMNRU and the uni-
versity authorities must do the
needful.

Petkar had clinched an in-
dividual gold medal in the 1872
Summer Paralympics held in
Heidelberg, Germany, by ©s-
tablishingaworld record in the
60 m freestyle swimming event
with a timing of 37.33 seconds,
a feat that remains unbroken

to this dax “Despite being 84-
year-old, I still yearn to secure
another medal for the nation. 1
adorned myself with the gold
madal and my defence service
madals to provide you with an
apportunity to witness them
and be inspired to have similar
medals adorning you one day,”
Pethar told students,

Sharing his life’s journey,
Petkar revealad that he particl.
pated in multiple sports at the
Paralympics, securing a gold
medal in swimming while also
competing in javelin, precision
Javelin throw, and slalom, whe-
re he was a finalist in all three

events. “1 was the first male
from my state, Maharashtra, to
secureagold medalat the Para-
lympics, while Deepa Malik
was the first Indian woman to
win amedal in the Paralympic
Games. [urgeall of youtodraw
inspiration, be courageous,
and striveto win medals for the
nation," Petkar exhorted.

He advised parents not to
pressurise students under the
age of 14 to pursue careers as
doctors, engineers, or other
professions, emphasising the
importance of allowing them
to determine their own life
paths,

the present students and tho-
sewhograduated sincethe in-
ception of the university are
uploaded in digllocker:

*Also, all 34 state universi
ties have to be on the Samarth
portal: an e-governance plat-
form that provides a digital
framework for universities
and higher education institu-

tions (HEIs) In India to auto
mate their day-to-day opera:
tions,"she added.

She also made a mention
to students about a recent vi-
deo of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi meeting India's
para-javelin thrower, Navde-
epSingh.

“The PM sat on his knees

for Novdeep to wear o cap
from him. This is how one
should meet and motivate the
‘specinl people’,” Patel said.
State minister for empo-
werment of persons withdis-
ability, Narendra Kumar Kas-
hyap, sald, “Specinl students
are no less than anyone, and
the biggest example ls our Pa-

rulympics players who won 29
medals for the country.”
DSMNRU vice-chancellor
Prof Sanjay Singh shared
with great pride that the uni-
versity campus was picked up
by the Sports Authority of In.
din for sportspersons to prac:
tice for the Paris Paralym.

ples.

Gold medal
for hearing
impaired

Lucknow: Shubham Ku-
mar Singh, a Master of
Education in Special Edu
cation (M.Ed) student with
hearing impairmont was

| conferred

with a gold
medal at the
convocation
of Dr Sha-
kuntala
Misra Na-
tional Reha-
bilitation University
(DSMNRLU), on Friday,

A gold medal for a per:
son with hearing impair-
ment is a first for DSMNRL,
sald spokesperson Yash.
want Virodal. i

In another flrst, a stu- :
dent with hearing impair- :
ment has been awarded :
PhD in India. “Our student -
Sibajl Panda was awarded
PhD degree during the con-
vocation ceremony. He is a
well-known name in the de-
of community in India," Vi-
rodai said.

“This achlevement Is
not only a personal milesto-
ne but also a historic mo-
ment for the Deaf commu-
nity leome fromasimplefa-
mily in asmall village in Bi-
har,” said Shubham while
sharing his journey with
TOI

“Oncel was glven access
to sign language at the uni-
versity, | realised that 1 co-
uld achieve anything.” he
sald.

“I hope my achievement
will inspire millions of de-
af children to pursue their
goals in years tocome,” said
Sibaji Panda.

Say no to division
based on caste

overnor Anandiben Pa-
tel made an appeal to
students to stay away from
caste-based divisions, “We
are known for ‘Vasudev Ku-
tumbakam' (the world is
one family). People are try-
ing to divide on the basls of
caste, We are trying toelim-
Inate this division through
aducation,” shesaid.

159 medals, 1,615
degrees awarded

5 many as 159 medals were

awarded on the occasion,
including 58 gold medals, 50 sil-
ver, and 50 bronze, Of the total,
101 medals were won by girls,
while 58 were won by boys. It
was for the first time that as
many as 14 speclal students had
won 19 medals awarded during
the ceremony In all, a total of
1,615 degrees were awarded.

Mohila Tewarl
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: The meritorious
students of Dr Shakuntala
Misra National Rehabilitation
University, who were confer-
red medals on Friday, celebra-
ted their success by making
sure to get o perfect pleture
clicked of their speclal day

with thelr parents, teachers,

vice-chancellors, and even the
non-teaching staff.

Winner of three gold med-
als, MA (Statistics) student
Akansha Mishra, who aspires
to be a civil servant, said,
“This convoeation ceremony
was not only motivational and
inspiring for special students
but also for normal students
ke us, who realised that there
are no excuses i one is ready

to work hard to achieve his or
her dream.” She said, “Liste
ning to India's first Paralym-
ple gold medallist, Padma Shri
Murlikant Petkar was Like de-
leting the word ‘impossible’
from our lives forever.”
Another gold medal win-
ner, MA (History) student Te-
jal Kanoujin, said, “The convo-
cation ceremony was Inspl
ring. Listening to special peo-

Achievers click photos with teacher to preserve memories

ple like Petkar sir was truly
special.” Similar sentiments|
were shared by gold medal
winners  Sakshi  Katiyvar,
Shweta Tiwari, and Rahul Ku-
mat "It was a proud moment
towin gold medals in presence
of inspirational personalities
like Petkar sir and U gover
nor Anandiben Patel,” said
gold medal winner Sakshi Ka
tyar
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Embrace education, reject caste differences: Guv

¥ 11TH CONVOCATION OF REHABILITATION UNIVERSITY §&8

PNS ® LUCKNOW

Gﬂ\'rmnr Anandiben Patel
urged students to embody
the values of good humanity
and reject caste differences,
which she described as the
true mark of our knowledge
She fl'llphdsnrd [Imt w|nn1ng
1 gold medal holds no value if
one lacks fundamental human
qualities

The governor was speaking at
the 11th convecation of Dr
Shakuntala Mishra National
Rehabilitation University
(DSMNRLU) on Friday.

She advised students to iden-
tify their unique qualities and
work diligently towards their
goals, advocating for educa-
tion as the path 1o success
rather than pursuing wrong
means

Highlighting the importance
of understanding and respect

ing the knowledge and tradi-
tions of the country, she
encouraged students to share
these with the world for a
brighter future

“India, a vast sea of knowl-
edge, has attracted scholars
like Fa Hein. Despite the
neglect of Nalanda University
in Bihar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has revitalised
it. We should take pride in our
country’s rmgress and our
rich knowledge, values, and
traditions. Caste differences
should not divide us; India,
which has birthed numerous
religions, stands as a symbaol
of religious harmony,” she
stated.

Patel also spoke about the role
of teachers in shaping students
with social values who view
the world as one family. “The
entire world is our family, yet
we create divisions based on
caste. We are all children of
Bharat Mata, and education
should help eliminate these
differences,” she said.

She noted that people from

various countries come to

India to learn about the con-
cept of ‘Vasudev
Kutumbakam' and the joim
tamily system. unique to
Indian culture
Commenting on the convoca-
tion, she pointed out that
only 10-12 dafferently-abled
students recerved awards and
urged the university to create
a separate merit list for differ-
ently-abled students in the
next le-llifll'l-lli sessuan
Additionally, she recommend-
ed that the DSMRU pursue
NIRF rankings and binary
ratings.
The governor directed the
university to utilise the
Samarth portal, replacing the
previous IT companies that
made numerous mistakes and
charged for corrections
*The state government would
spend Rs 200 crore on IT
companies, which | have halt-
ed ﬁpprnxlmatel?‘ 20 lakh
degrees were pending distri-
bution due to cumbersome
procedures,” she noted
She noted the global contribu-
tions of differently-abled peo-
ple and India’s success in para
sports. She commended the
university for preparing stu-
dents for the Paralympics with
specialised training.

he governor also highlight-
ed that the 29 students who
won medals at the Paris
Paralympics met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
demonstrated respect and
empathy by sitting on the
floor to greet a winner.
“The success of winners from
Uttar Pradesh shows that tal-
ent is abundant in the state,
and self-confidence is key 1o
overcoming barriers and
achieving success,” she added.
She encouraged the universi-
ty o np]plr for grants from the
Central government, which
has allocated Rs 1,225 crore
for the differently-abled in the
Union budget.
“Many departments fail to

utilise their budgets, leadin
to unused funds. A t!:umugﬁ
review of the budget is essen-
tial to ensure tEJ.I welfare
schemes reach the intended
beneficiaries,’ she noted.
Murlikant Rajaram Petkar,
who was the chief guest, con-
gratulated the medal winners
and praised the university for
its facilities.

"1 have visited many places,
but this rehabilitation univer-
sity, built on 121 acres, stands
out. Both students and coach-
es here are exceptional,” he
said. At 84, Petkar expressed
his desire to win medals for
his country and shared that he
wears his medals to inspire
others. He requested the uni-
versity to build a swimming
pool I}n'n practice and empha-
sised that happiness is the best
diet. “I have never lost a com-
petition and believe that one
should never lose hope.
Controlling your mind
enables you to control any-
thing" he told the students.
Minister of State Narendra
Kashyap reaffirmed the state
government's commitment to
the welfare of the differently-
abled.

| Lucknew (PNS): The top
| achievers at Dr Shakuntala
| Misra National Rehabilitation
| University (DSMNRU]) are on
| cloud nine after clinching the
top ranks.
Chinmay Shukla, who earned
three gold medals, including the
prestigious Chancellor’s Medal
and Chief Minister's Medal for
achieving the highest marks in
MTech (Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning),
expressed his excitement and
gratitude. “T am thrilled to
receive these honours and am
thankful to my teachers, fami-
| ly, and friends Iw their support,’
| he said, adding hard work is the
| key to success
| Looking ahead, he plans to pur-
sue o Pliﬁbudhasmreda
position as an assistant profies-
| sor at BBD University starting
September 17,
| “I am currently prTnnng for
NET and GATE and seeking a
scholarship for my PhD)" said
Chinmay, who aspires to work
in cyber networking, citing its
potential for advancement in

T e O YR

Toppers reflect on success, goals.

the country.
“Artificial Intelligence is the
future, and coding will soon
become outdated.” he said.
Reflecting on his experiences at
the rchail]itﬂlinn university,
where he previously completed
BTech,' Chinmay noted his
involvement in creating smart
shoes for blind students, which
help them navigate various
environmenis.
In the MTech programme, he
worked on American sign lan-
51.1.\3: to aid deaf individuals,
: rl:j: to thelllmuﬂl focus on
{an sign languages.
"Studying with diflerently-abled
students has shown me that
they possess skills often over-
looked. For example, visually
impaired students are highly
attuned to their surroundings,
and those with hearing impair-
ments use gestures and body
language eftectively. My advice
to students is that you can
learn a great deal from interact-
ing with differently-abled
peers,” he sauid.
Akanksha Mishra, who secured

two gold medals and one silver
for achieving the second-high-
est marks in Statistics, shared
het happiness about her accom-
plishments. "Being consistent |
and revising lectures rcgul::g
were key 1o my success,”
Abkanksha, who plans to pursue
a PhD and aims to join the
Indian Statistical Services,
Shivansh Chaubey, who won
one gold, one silver, and one
bronze medal for attaining the
third-highest marks in BTech
(Electrical Engme:rtng). said he

‘was overjoyed.

“Regular study and self-disci-
pline were crucial to my suc-
cess,” said Shivansh, who is
preparing for GATE with hopes
of Joining a public sector unit.
He also highlighted the unique
opportunity the rehabilitation
untversity provides to assist
differently-abled students and
learn from their perseverance.
"Working and studying with
these students has been an eye-
opener, showcasing their
remarkable dedication and |
resilience,” he added.
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